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FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
8 0 BOYLSTON'STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Area Letter Form numbers In this Area 

71 

CONCORD 

of Area (if any) „ 
'Daek of the depot" 

'Faiiyiuundb' 
nt Use 

r e s i d e n t i a l ; 
commercial 

al Date or Period 
l a t e 19th-early 20th C. 

al Condition - a l t — l o — e x c e l l e n t 

ge EGO individual forms 
" • m u i t a n i i v j i» upu n w H I u i n i a . neturded by 
Number each property for which individual i n - m 3 
inventory forms have been completed. o^csu^A-p5^ Organization 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

A. Forbca 

for Concord Hiot. Comm. 
Date 

UTM REFERENCE ^ 

USOS QUADRANGLE f^njtg _ CLtQcjusr^ pe«s£»£jrie?S fiHOS~ c ^ ^ c ^ 

c 



~—. . -wi- — — „ _ 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The area to the west of the r a i l r o a d at Concord center i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an i n t a c t 
neighborhood of primarily late-nineteenth- and early twentieth-century vernacular single 
and double houses. I t also contains at i t s eastern edge a lumber yard w i t h wood-frame, 
u t i l i t a r i a n buildings that date from the late-nineteenth t o the twentieth century. As a 
whole, very few l a t e r intrusions appear here. The residential architecture ranges from 
the t i n y mansard cottage, ( c f . 127 Belknap,) through the simple, bracketed I t a l i a n a t e 
gable-end house and cottage, (of which there are several examples,) the modest Queen 
Anne, (see 118 Belknap Street,) and the early twentieth-century Colonial Revival i n both 
shingle and clapboard. A l l are situated on small l o t s , and corridors of mature trees 
s t i l l l i n e portions of the side streets. This neighborhood has the greatest variety of 
double-houses at Concord center, with a concentration of\ the t i n y side streets of Byron 
Street and Love Lane. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. , 

The area west of the r a i l r o a d tracks ax Concord center encompasses upper Belknap, Grant, 
Brooks, Elsinore, and Byron Streets, Love Lane, Belknap Court, and a portion of Sudbury 

J Road as i t s southern boundary. The e a r l i e s t s t r e e t , Belknap, was l a i d out, supposedly 
by David Loring, shortly a f t e r i t s lower section was cut through from Main to the Depot 
i n 1844. This western section was f i r s t called Texas Street, perhaps i n cawneraoration 
of the annexation of Texas i n 1845. ( I n f a c t , the area west of the ra i l r o a d , possibly 
because of i t s seeming remoteness from the center of town, was referred t o as Texas f o r 
a while. The Thoreau family house, which stood on the north side of the street by t h e i r 
pencil shop, was referred t o as "the Texas house.") Later the name of upper Belknap was 
changed t o High Street, o f f i c i a l l y becoming Belknap i n 1889. 

As was true of parts of West Concord, the area which came to be called "back of the 
depot" was developed as a residential neighborhood i n the last decades of the nineteenth 
and beginning of the twentieth centuries by some of Concord's smaller local 
speculators. The pattern here was the laying out of house l o t s by landowners such as 
the lumber-yard owner, James B. Wood and hay- and grain-dealer Benjamin Brown, who 
either b u i l t houses f o r rent or resale, or sold l o t s t o individuals who had houses b u i l t 
f o r t h e i r own families, or to rent out as "tenements." I n the case of double-houses, an 
owner often occupied one h a l f , and rented out th^other. By 1910 the area had grown i n t o 
a neighborhood of largely I r i s h and I t a l i a n owners and descendants, wi t h some families 
of Norwegian and Swedish descent, as we l l . (Cont.) 

B IBLjfl<ttA^e«fidrfiesBEFERENCES 
MaplsTpfans, and atlases: 1852, 1856, 1871. 1875, 1889, 1893, 1906, 1913. 

Sanborns from 1887. 
Garrelick and Bailey. Concord i n the Days of Strawberries and Streetcars. 
Richardson. Concord Chronicle. 
3"0SLm~ 8/85 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Indicate each item on inventory form which i s being continued below. 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, cont. 

The e a r l i e s t buildings i n the neighborhood are the two houses at #s 132-146 Belknap 
Street, standing by 1852. #132-42 belonged apparently to Ebenezer Hubbard i n 1856. 
(Further research i s needed to determine i t s connection w i t h his Ebonecci Hubbaid'^ 
acreage t o the southeast.) By 1875 Mark Loftus had begun the construction of the nine 
houses that were to stand to t h e i r east, four houses had been b u i l t on the south side of 
Belknap, and most buildings were standing on Byron and the east side of Grant Street. 
By 1889 the west side of Grant had been f i l l e d i n , and a few buildings b u i l t on the 
north side of Elsinore Street; i n 1893 more were standing on lower Elsinore, and the 
f i r s t two on the north side of Brooks Street. (Elsinore was accepted by the town i n 
1893; Brooks Street i n 1898.) 

The lumber yard along the southwest side of the tracks has continued i n nearly the same 
use f o r over 100 years. I n the l a t t e r part of the nineteenth century i t was occupied by 
the buildings of James Wood's coal and lumber business, Benjamin Brown's farm supply 
buildings, (including a grain elevator by the tracks,) and other grain f a c i l i t i e s of 
E.J. Hastings & Co. at the northwestern end. By 1887 a blacksmith and wheelwright shop 
were occupying what i s today the rear section of the large shed at #60 Love Lane, which 
extends through to Grant Street, (belonging e n t i r e l y to blacksmith Thomas McGann by 
1903,). By 1892, Benjamin Brown had b u i l t the two-story building at 178 Sudbury Road, 
(t o become i n the early twentieth century the main building of Wilson Lumber,) and a 
paint shop occupied his old building to i t s southwest. The date of the l i t t l e f r e i g h t 
house that s t i l l stands by the tracks i s uncertain; i t i s f i r s t shown on maps i n 1893.. 

This neighborhood i s also s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s connection w i t h an important Concord 
i n s t i t u t i o n of the second half of the nineteenth century—the a g r i c u l t u r a l f a i r grounds 
that occupied a large acreage on the east bank of the Sudbury River. In 1869 the main 
part of the f a c i l i t y was b u i l t ; a large oval track w i t h judges' stand, a grandstand, and 
associated sheds, pens, and stables. I t o r i g i n a l l y was used f o r the annual c a t t l e 
shows, replacing an a g r i c u l t u r a l ground that had been located i n the v i c i n i t y of Sleepy 
Hollow Cemetery. At some point an agr i c u l t u r a l exhibit building was added. By the 
1880's a variety of sporting events, concerts, circuses, and animal shows were held 
here, and i n 1889 the Concord Driving Park association was organized to hold t r o t t i n g 
races on the track. The c a t t l e show had been phased out by 1890, and was replaced by an 
increasing emphasis on a t h l e t i c s . The a g r i c u l t u r a l exhibit building was occupied by the 
West End A t h l e t i c club, and boasted a new indoor tennis court. By 1903, however, the 
f a c i l i t y had closed down, and under the ownership of the Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance 
company, i t was subdivided i n t o houselots on the extended western sections of Belknap, | 
Elsinore, and Brooks (formerly Sheridan,) Streets. 

Community: 
CONCORD 

Form No: 

Property Name: Back of the Depot 

'e to Inventory form at I torn 

• -' 



RECE IVED 
INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccmmunity 

JUL 1 5 1993 CONCORD 

M A S S . H I S T . C O M M . 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Ccmtdssion 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Property 

"Back o f the Depot" 

Area(s) Form No. 

S"k"7 -&>3o 

Asterisk 
shown on 

MHC #/ 

5-^7 

\ j ? - | 7 

*v37<g 

G 00 

AREA DATA SHEET 
indicates property i s covered on an individual form. Property boundaries are 
Assessor's maps G9 and G10. 

Mark Lof tus House 

Address H i s t o r i c name 

16 Belknap Court 

22 Belknap Court 

105 Belknap S t r ee t 

107 Belknap S t r ee t 

110 Belknap S t r ee t 

113 Belknap S t r ee t 

114 Belknap S t ree t 

118 Belknap S t ree t 

127 Belknap S t ree t 

130 Belknap S t r ee t 

131 Belknap S t ree t 

132-142 Belknap S t ree t 

137/139 Belknap S t r ee t 

143 Belknap S t ree t 

146 Belknap S t r ee t 

149 Belknap S t ree t 

156 Belknap S t ree t - p , u J - forWlS 4Wse 

173 Belknap S t r ee t 

Hubbard House ~ 

Magoren House 

Approximate date 

Late 19 th cen tu ry 

Late 19 th cen tu ry 

La te 19 th cen tury 

Late 19 th cen tu ry 

Late 19 th cen tury 

Late 19 th cen tury 

Late 19 th cen tury 

Late 19 th cen tury (. 1 

Ca. 1870's-1900 

Late 19 th cen tury 

Ca. 1900 

fA/iaeiwvsA Ca. 1845&ceau-Uer 

E a r l y 1870's 

Ca. 1900 

M i d - 1 9 t h century 

Late 19 th cen tury 

E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

i 
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CONCORD 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Ckmrdssion 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Community 

MHC #/ 

C=>c> [ 

& © ? 

0> (o 

& ( 1 

Gt 2. 

£> 13 
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AREA DATA SHEET, cont. 
H i s t o r i c name Address 

197 Belknap S t r ee t 

13 Brooks S t r ee t 

18 Brooks S t r ee t 

21 Brooks S t r ee t 

31 Brooks S t r ee t 

36 Brooks S t r ee t 

43 Brooks S t r ee t 

5)\ Byron S t r ee t - James Byron House 

6/8 Byron S t r ee t 

Property 

"Back o f t h e Depot" 

Area(s) Form No. 

Approximate da te 

E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

Ca. 1890 

Ca. 1890 

E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

Ca. 1907-09 

E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

E a r l y t w e n t i e t h cen tury 

Ca. 1873 

Late 19 th cen tury 

Go? 15 Byron S t r ee t - Byron House Ca. 1880 

G 1(0 46 Byron S t r ee t La te 19 th cen tury 

20 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t Ca. 1880 

24 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t Ca. 1880 

27 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

42 E l s i n o r e S t ree t - Andersen House Ca. 1880-85 

47 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

58 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

67 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

60-7 68 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

79 E l s i n o r e S t r ee t E a r l y 20 th cen tury 

17 Grant S t r ee t Ca. 1880 

*3^i "20/22 Grant S t ree t Ca. 1880 

(4 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qxnmunity 

CONCORD 

Property 

"Back of the Depot' 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Camrission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Area(s) Form No. , 

AREA DATA SHEET, cont. 
MHC #/ Address His t o r i c name Approximate date 

Cs> ̂> (o 27 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

37 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

a M 47 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

59 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

G ^^ 68 Grant Street -- Byron House Ca. 1870 

& ^ ( 72 Grant Street -• Wallace House Ca. 1870 

73 Grant Street- Martin Farrington House Ca. 1880 

78 Grant Street - Wallace House Ca. 1870 

G n 83 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

89 Grant Street Ca. 1880 

on ' 72 Love Lane Late 19th century 

Off Sudbury Road - r a i l r o a d f r e i g h t house - 19th century 

G 30 175 Sudbury Road Late 19th century 

178 Sudbury Road - BW Brown Grain Co. 1896 

185 Sudbury Road Late 19th century 

G 216 Sudbury Road - f4 aLX-rvv\̂ Wv\ -ffrsuse. Late 19th century 
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“Country Kitchen Sandwich Shop,” 181 Sudbury Road (CON.629) (January 2013 photo) 
 
 


